
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

December 20, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, December 

20, 2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Clerk-

Treasurer, Tamara Miller. Also in attendance were Forest Park High School students: Diana Valadez, 

Theresa Allen, Lily Litkenhus, Juan Gomez, Jayden Wessselman, Suemes Smith, Jackson Smith and 

Jeron Wiseman. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the November 22, 2022 Council Meeting and the 

November 30, 2022 Special Council Meeting. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, reported that Officer Jones secured a grant for four portable 

breath tests saving the department about $1,900. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, reported Grant Weyer (20 years of service) and Justin Weyer 

(16 years of service) are retiring at the end of the year. Grant Kippenbrock will replace Matt 

Reckelhoff as Deputy Fire Chief. The Council thanked the retiring firefighters for their service to the 

community. 

Lueken stated the last curbside leaf pick-up will be December 21, 2022. 

Brinkman, Water/Wastewater Superintendent, requested approval of a quote of $8,425 from 

National Water for the non-potable pump removal, inspection and installation. The repair is an 

additional cost. Debbie moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Brinkman is working with John Wetzel with Midwestern Engineers on the non-potable water 

permit renewal. 

Debbie gave a recap of the Community Christmas and thanked the Ferdinand Elementary 

Choir and the Pine Ridge Elementary Choir who provided the entertainment. The event was a success 

and was very well attended. Planning has begun for next years event and thanked everyone who 

donated and helped with the event. 

Approve 2023 ADA Transition Plan was moved to the January 2023 meeting. 

Applications are being accepted through December 30th  for the open position in the 

Water/Wastewater department. 



Sicard is going to contact a prospect to fill the vacancy on the Board ofZoning Appeals (BZA) 

for the remainder of Matt Widolff s term ending 12/31/2023. Sicard is waiting to hear back from 

someone for the Economic Development Commission (EDC) open position to fill the remainder of 

Roger Corley s term. Sicard moved to approve Michael Cummings to serve another four-year term 

on the EDC, Matt Weyer to serve another 4 year-term on the Park Board, Don Foerster and Duane 

Lorey to serve another four-year term on the Plan Commission, Don Foerster and Don Farina to serve 

a four-year term on the BZA. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The Council thanked all of those 

who chose to serve on Town Boards. 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables and stated she is 

enrolling the Town in the TRECS program to help collect outstanding balances. 

The MVH Appropriation Transfer agenda item was moved to January 2023. 

The awards for CCMG 2022-02 were announced on December 6th  and the Town was awarded 

$449,891 (75% of the Cost Estimate) for three projects: 

1) Culvert Replacement-Vienna Drive from 21st Street to East 22nd Street — Small Structure 

Replacement 

2) 13th Street from Main Street to Maryland Street — Pavement Replacement 

3) 22nd Street from Maple to Vienna & Maryland Street from 3rd Street to 4th Street — HMA 

Overlay Minor Structural 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-43, an Ordinance authorizing Ken Sicard, Town 

Council President, to sign the INDOT LPA Contracts and CCMG Agreements, at the meeting it was 

introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Council scheduled a Special Town Council Meeting on Thursday, March 9, 2023 at 5:30 

PM to open bids for the CCMG 2022-02 Road Projects. 

2023-01 CCMG — Lueken will put together a list of roads to repave for this round and work 

with Universal to put together cost estimates. Ron moved to approve Sicard to sign a financial 

commitment letter from the Town of Ferdinand for up to $100,000 for CCMG matching funds. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The UTV ordinance will be considered at the January 2023 meeting. 

James will get with Sicard to implement a cyber security plan using the IOT (Indiana Office 

of Technology) guidance. 

At 7:00 PM, a public hearing for Ordinance 2022-42, An Ordinance Amending the Schedule 

of Rates and Charges for Use of Services Rendered by the Municipal Water Utility of the Town of 



Ferdinand, was held. Sicard asked if anyone present was here to discuss the proposed rate increase. 

Having no response, Debbie moved to close the hearing. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Ron 

moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-42, An Ordinance Amending the Schedule of Rates and Charges for 

Use of Services Rendered by the Municipal Water Utility of the Town of Ferdinand. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Renovation plans from Universal Design for the Attorney & EMS Building at 202 East 3rd  

Street are being reviewed. Lueken will gather costs associated with the proposed renovation. It was 

decided to place a standalone sign at the 202 East 3rd  Street building. Lueken will follow up with the 

sign company. 

James received a draft of the employee handbook from New Focus. He and Bohnenkemper 

will review the draft and after confirming the updates have been made, the updated handbook will be 

provided to Council for approval before distributing to Town employees. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-44, An Ordinance Authorizing Investment of Town 

Funds with Certain Approved Depositories at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-45, An Ordinance Adopting the Economic Development 

Income Tax Capital Improvement Plan for the Town of Ferdinand at the meeting it was introduced. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to adopt Resolution 2022-10, increasing the purchase authorization of 

department heads and the town manager. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-46, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 04-05, The 

Drug and Alcohol Substance Abuse Policy of the Town of Ferdinand to Designate a Back Up 

Designated Employee Representative (DER) at the meeting it was introduced. Sicard recommended 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, be named as the backup DER after the retirement of Steve Lechner 

and after receiving appropriate training. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-47, An Ordinance Establishing Salaries, 

Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Town ofFerdinand 

at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to allow Sicard and Miller to sign a Stormwater Drainage agreement with 

Grundhoefer Forensic Engineering, LLC for a fee of $750 per quarter and an additional $70 per hour 

for additional work therewith. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to pay regular claims. Ron seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Meeting 
Special Town Council Meeting 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Tuesday 
Thursday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

January 17, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
March 9, 2023 at 5:30 PM 
December 21, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
December 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM-cancelled 
January 11, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
January 23, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

Debbie thanked everyone who contributed to the Christmas decoration fundraising effort. 

Sicard thanked everyone for a good year and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year. 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ron moved to adjourn. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM. 

ATTEST: 	 FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 

Ói/m,t,/~ five4) 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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