
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

November 22, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, November 

22, 2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; and Clerk-Treasurer, Tamara Miller. Also in 

attendance were Forest Park High School students: Hailey Pund and Gabrielle Englert. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the October 18, 2022 Council Meeting. Ken seconded. 

Motion carried 2-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, requested permission for Blessinger and Gogel to attend the 

Mid-Winter Conference in Indianapolis on January 24-26, 2023 at a cost of $300 per person plus two 

hotel rooms for two nights at $146 per night and parking at $47 per night. Debbie moved to approve 

the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, recognized Art Sonderman, a 25-year member of the fire 

department, for his service as he recently passed away. 

Brinkrnan, Water/Wastewater Superintendent, requested perm ission for various 

water/wastewater employees, Debbie Johnson, Chris James and Steve Becher to attend sessions at 

the AWWA Conference for Water and Wastewater at French Lick on December 6-88, 2022, at a cost 

of $150 for the full session or $50 per day. Ron moved to approve the request. Debbie seconded. 

Motion passed 3-0. 

Matt Weyer, Park Board President, reported the Old Town Lake Restroom will be opening in 

the next couple of days and Weyer thanked the electric, water/wastewater and street/park departments 

for their work getting the building and landscaping completed. 

James thanked all of the departments for their help with the Christkindlmarkt. He and Kayla 

Hoffman attended an IOT (Indiana Office of Technology) cyber security session and he will be 

looking into obtaining IN.gov  email addresses for Town emails. 

At 6:45 PM the Text Amendment Hearing was held. The amendment to the text of the Zoning 

Ordinance includes standards for solar installations; no ground stormwater detention fronting Main 

Street; except for Single Family Residential and Industrial zoning districts, any new construction or 

development shall have no ground-mounted HVAC equipment visible from the street it fronts and a 



requirement for concealing permanent dumpsters and commercial trash containment areas. The Plan 

Commission of the Town of Ferdinand did, on the 26th  day of October 2022, hold a public hearing to 

consider the adoption of the herein amendments to the text of the Zoning Ordinance and were 

considered and certified with a favorable recommendation by the Plan Commission 8 in favor, 0 

against, 0 abstaining and 1 absent. Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-39, An Ordinance 

Adopting Amendments to the Text ofthe Zoning Ordinance of the Town ofFerdinand. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. Adam Steckler, owner of Bettag Plumbing, was in attendance and asked if this 

ordinance applied to existing units. The council informed Steckler the ordinance was intended for 

new installations and if a variance is needed, the Board of Zoning appeals could address specific 

situations. 

Water tower maintenance is on hold for now. 

Brinkman is working with John Wetzel with Midwestern Engineers on the non-potable water 

permit renewal. 

Ron moved to approve Ordinance 2022-40, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2021-

22 Regarding Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees, 

at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance approves the pay differential for Brian Mullis, 

temporarily assisting the Street Department, at a rate of $20.00 per hour to be paid from the MVH 

fund effective October 31, 2022. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lance Boeglin and Lizzy Kirkoff with the Forest Park Builders Club, along with their 

sponsors, Eric Evitts and Nettie Boeglin were in attendance. Boeglin and Kirkoff gave an Honor and 

Remember presentation, a project to support Gold Star Families. They requested that the Town fly 

an Honor and Remember Flag at the Town Hall. Ron moved to purchase five Honor and Remember 

Flags, at a cost of $100 each, for Town properties. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

A conditional offer of employment was to be offered to one of the interviewees for the vacant 

street department position. Debbie moved to approve Ordinance 2022-41, An Ordinance Amending 

Ordinance No. 2021-22 Regarding Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, 

Appointees and Employees, at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance approves the pay for 

Mike Tobin, Street Laborer, at a rate of $23.00 per hour, plus an additional $.50 per hour upon 

obtaining CDL License; 2 hour minimum at time and a half for emergency calls and two hour 

minimum for non-emergency call outs to service parks, effective December 1, 2022, at the meeting 

it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Salary Ordinance agenda item will be addressed at the next meeting. 



Miller stated that today the London Witte Group emailed the Ferdinand Municipal Water 

Utility Study on Water Rates and Charges. Tomorrow at 1:30 PM there will be a zoom session with 

Robert Reynolds with LWG to walk through the report. Johnson, Brinkman and Miller will attend 

the zoom session and the recording will be sent to Sicard and Ron Weyer. 

The 2023 ADA Plan Amendment agenda item was moved to the next meeting. 

Ron moved to adopt Resolution 2022-08, a Resolution Amending the ARPA Plan Adopted 

by Ordinance No 2022-17 on March 15, 2022. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Resolution 2022-09, a Resolution Providing a Procedure for 

Implementing Premium Pay. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

All nepotism forms have been received by Miller. 

The Fire Protection Contract with Ferdinand Township was approved for $43,000 on a motion 

by Ron and seconded by Debbie. Also, in motion, Sicard and Miller to sign the contract. Motion 

carried 3-0. The contract is to be paid in two installments: $21,500 payable on June 30, 2023, and 

$21,500 on December 30, 2023. 

The Use of Municipal Public Parks Contract with the Ferdinand Township was approved for 

$33,000 on a motion from Ron and seconded by Debbie. Also, in motion, Sicard and Miller to sign 

the contract. Motion carried 3-0. The contract will be paid in two installments: $16,500 on June 30, 

2023 and $16,500 on December 30, 2023. 

Debbie moved to approve Brinkman's request to advertise for a Water/Wastewater job 

opening beginning December 1, 2022. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard is working on getting in touch with a potential new member of the Economic 

Development Commission and there is a vacancy on BZA to fill the remainder of Matt Widolff s 

term end ing 12/31/2023. 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables and stated she is 

enrolling the Town in the TRECS program to help collect outstanding balances. 

The MVH Appropriation Transfer agenda item was moved to the December meeting. 

Ron moved to approve the 2023 Water, Electric and Sewer budgets as previously distributed 

by Miller. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken stated the CCMG Grants 2021-02 and 2022-01 projects are complete and we are 

awaiting the final bills. The awards for CCMG 2022-02 will be announced on December 6th  at 10:00 

AM. 

The UTV ordinance will be considered at the January 2023 meeting. 



Ken moved hold to Special Town Council Meeting on November 30, 222 at 5:00 PM at Town 

Hall to approve of the 2023 Salary Ordinance and to review of the Water Rate Study by LWG CPAs-

Advisors and to introduce a Water Rate Ordinance. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie Johnson reminded everyone that the Community Christmas Party will take place at 

the Mobel Room on December 5, 2022 from 6 PM- 8 PM and she thanked the numerous groups and 

businesses that are providing support for the event. 

Ken reiterated the importance of implementing a cyber security program using the IOT 

(Indiana Office of Technology) guidance. 

The Attorney & EMS Building Renovation plans from Universal Design are being reviewed. 

Lueken will gather costs associated with the proposed renovation. 

James has relayed the updates to be incorporated into the employee handbook to New Focus 

and he requested a draft to review prior to year-end. 

Debbie moved to pay regular claims. Ron seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Special Town Council Meeting 	Wednesday 	November 30, 2022 at 5:00 PM 
Town Council Meeting 	 Tuesday 	 December 20, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
BZA 	 Wednesday 	December 21, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Plan Commission 	 Wednesday 	December 21, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
Park Board 	 • 	Wednesday 	December 14, 2022 at 4:30 PM 
Economic Development Comm. 	Monday 	 January 23, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjourn. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

ATTEST: 
	

FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 

 

4,41,à,3 
Clerk-Treasurer 
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