
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

October 18, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, October 18, 

2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Council Member, 

Ron Weyer; Town Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, Kayla Hoffman. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the September 20, 2022 Council Meeting. Ken 

seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, reported for the department reviewing the items in her 

department report. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, recognized Melvin Daunhauer, a 25-year member of the fire 

department for his service from 1973-1998 as he recently passed away. 

Todd Fischer, Electric Superintendent, asked for Council approval to extend a conditional 

offer of employment to Mitch Konerding for the Electric Lineman position. Mitch has a two-year 

degree in Electrical Line Technology. Ron moved to approve Ordinance 2022-33, An Ordinance 

Amending Ordinance No. 2021-22 Regarding Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected 

Officials, Appointees and Employees, at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance also approves 

the wage for Scott Hoffman to move from the Street Department to the Water/Wastewater 

Department. Scott Hoffman's start date with the Water/Wastewater Department will be October 21, 

2022 with compensation of $23.00 per hour based on a 40-hour work week. Mitch Konerding will 

start on November 1, 2022 contingent on passing the drug screening with an hourly rate of $26.50 

per hour based on a 40-hour work week. After obtaining his CDL, his pay will increase by $0.50. 

Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Ken moved to allow Chris James, Town Manager, to advertise for the open position in the 

Property & Street Department. Ron seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Ken moved to allow Ben Brinkman, Water/Wastewater Superintendent to advertise for an 

open position in the December-January time fi-ame due to the potential retirement of Steve Lechner. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 



Brinkman stated that the Water/Wastewater Department should have their work completed 

on the Old Town Lake Restroom Building soon. 

Mike Steffe stated that the 2023 Heartland Half Marathon will take place in Ferdinand on 

September 16, 2023. The route has not been established yet. Ron moved to approve the route for the 

2022 Monster Dash 5K. Currently there are 160 participants signed up. Police Chief Blessinger is 

working on the safety plan for the event. Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

James requested permission to start the search for a replacement vehicle as the Taurus was 

totaled in an accident. Ron inquired as to the use of the Jeep Compass as a replacement since it is 

rarely used by the town office staff. This will be addressed at the next meeting. 

Brinkman is working with John Wetzel with Midwestem Engineers on the non-potable water 

permit renewal. This should be completed by the end of the year. 

Sicard stated the Town of Ferdinand will continue to follow CDC guidelines, but will remove 

the emergency order until further notice. 

Sicard is working on getting in touch with à potential new member of the Economic 

Development Commission. 

Hoffman gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables, stating the balance 

continues to show improvement. Tri-cap assistance has been posted to accounts. There may be 

assistance to those who qualify from the IHCDA using a link on the Town 's website and customers 

may also call 211 for assistance. 

Lueken stated that Calcar has completed the CCMG 2021-02 and CCMG 2022-01 road 

projects except for 3rd  street which will be completed in the spring of 2023. We are waiting for the 

notice of awards for CCMG 2022-02. Lueken stated the 330 Maryland Street parking lot is complete. 

Bohnenkemper provided the Council with resolutions on the implementation of premium pay 

to use a portion of the ARPA funds for current employees who worked during the Covid-19 

pandemic. The Council will review and address this at a future meeting. 

Ken moved to accept Ridgeway Court and Second Street into the Town of Ferdinand's street 

inventory. Lueken stated both streets are up to town standards. Ron seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Hoffman stated the London Witte Group rate study is underway. All requested information 

has been submitted and we are hoping to hear back from them by November 1, 2022. Water is the 

first priority due to the Patoka rate inçrease taking place on January 1, 2023. We will be utilizing a 

tracker in our new rate ordinance to automatically increase our rate if Patoka increases their rate. 



Ron moved to approve Resolution 2022-07, a Resolution Approving Title VI Coordinator's 

Implementation Plan for 2023 and 2024. Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-34, An Ordinance Adopting New Mapping as the 

Official Town of Ferdinand Zoning Map and Adopting Other Mapping at the meeting it was 

introduced. Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

The UTV ordinance was tabled. 

Ron moved to approve Ordinance 2022-35, an Ordinance Amending Chapter 10.01 of the 

Ferdinand Municipal Code to Provide for Lateral Inspections requiring a lateral inspection to be 

completed prior to a home changing ownership, at the meeting it was introduced. This will benefit 

the Town by finding defects that could potentially cause harm to citizens, help with INI issues, and 

find excess overflow issues. Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. Bohnenkemper will notify local 

realtors and lenders. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-36, An Ordinance Creating Special Funds for Receipting 

Opioid Settlement Monies. Fund 2256 can be used as the Town chooses. Fund 2257 must be used for 

treatment, education, and prevention programs as directed by the Town of Ferdinand at the meeting 

it was introduced. Ken seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-37, An Ordinance Establishing and Adopting Default 

Standards for Commercial Solar Energy Systems, at the meeting it was introduced. Bohnenkemper 

stated this ordinance follows State guidelines. Ken seconded. Motioned carried 2-0. 

Council considered Trick or Treating hours for this year. Ken moved to allow Halloween 

Trick or Treating during the hours of 5 PM-7 PM on Monday, October 31, 2022.. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 2-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-38, an Ordinance Amending Ferdinand Municipal Code 

Chapter 5.04 Governing Control and Regulation of Animals, at the meeting it was introduced. This 

ordinance puts more regulations on nuisance and dangerous animals. Ken seconded. Motion carried 

2-0. 

Ken moved for the Town of Ferdinand to sign up for Knowbe4 program with the Indiana 

Office of Technology. This program will train town employees who have access to a computer at the 

Town of Ferdinand to learn more about cyber security. Ron seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

Ken moved to reschedule the December Town Council meeting to Tuesday, December 20, 

2022. Ron seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 



Clerk-Treasurer 

Bohnenkemper stated that Debbie Johnson would like to announce that the Community 

Christmas Party will take place at the Mobel Room on December 5, 2022. More details will be relayed 

at the next Town Council Meeting. 

Bohnenkemper requested a time slot for a Text Amendment to be heard at the November 15, 

2022 Town Council Meeting. It will be at 6:45 PM. 

Ron moved to pay regular claims. Ken seconded. Motioned carried 2-0. 

Brinkman announced that starting Monday, water main work will take place between 7 AM-

3:30 PM on East 3rd  St. between Main St. and Maryland St. and the intersection of East 3rd  St. and 

Illinois St. will be closed while repairs are being made on October 24th-25th  

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Town Council Meeting 
l3ZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

November 15, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
October 26, 2022 at 6:30 PM-Cancelled 
October 26, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
November 9, 2022 at 4:30 PM 
October 24, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ron moved to adjourn. Ken seconded. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:25PM. 

ATTEST: 
	

FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 
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