
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

September 20, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, September 

20, 2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Town Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Clerk-

Treasurer, Tamara Miller. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the August 16, 2022 Council Meeting. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, reported for the department. Ken moved to approve the request 

for Officer Clouse to complete an online training for the entry-level Tactical Casualty Care for $125 

and Officer Randle to attend the Glock Armorer Course in Jasper for $250. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. The department will hold an open house on September 29, 2022, from 6 PM to 8 PM. 

Debbie moved to approve the request to update the police in-car radios for 8 police cars from 

Harmonic Electronic, Inc. at the cost of $26,490.61 and to check into the possibility of using ARPA 

Funds. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, stated the fire department has been working on putting radios 

in the trucks for the past two years. In coming years, the department will have to start buying more 

radios and pagers. 

Todd Fischer, Electric Superintendent, the department is trimming trees this month. 

Ben Brinkman reported for the Water/Wastewater Department. Bohnenkemper is working 

with Brinkman to create a sewer lateral inspection ordinance. Debbie moved to approve the request 

to delay the paving of east 3rd  street by Calcar until the replacement of the water line that lies under 

street can be completed. The paving must be completed by June 1, 2023, to allow the close-out of 

the CCMG project by June 30, 2023. Bohnenkemper will send a letter to the residents on 3rd  street 

explaining the paving delay of 3rd  street. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Ron moved to approve 

the request to send Clint Meyer and Kyle Lechner to Chandler for a Work Zone Safety Course on 

September 21, 2022 and for Clint Meyer and Steve Lechner to go to a Patoka Water Valve Training 

Course on September 27, 2022 and Kyle Lechner and Ben Brinkman to attend on September 28, 2022 



and Brinlunan plus one other water/wastewater employee to attend the Southwest Indiana Regional 

AWWA Conference in Sullivan on October 5, 2022, including courses, travel and meals. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Clint Meyer and Kyle Lechner have received a Scholarship for the 

Midwest Damage Prevention Conference on November 9-11, 2022, at French Lick including hotel, 

meals and the conference costs. Brinkman will join them on November 10 for the new 811 rules 

portion of the conference. Debbie moved to approve their attendance including travel and meals. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The open position for the water/wastewater department has been 

posted. 

Matt Weyer stated the September Park Board meeting has been rescheduled to September 21, 

2022 at 4:30 pm at the parks. 

James reported the Folk Fest went well and thanked all of the various departments and town 

employees for their help getting the park set up, cleaned up and dismantled. James is going to work 

with Police Chief Blessinger to discuss the emergency plans for next year and future fests. 

At 7:00 pm the Budget Adoption Hearing was held. The 2023 Budget Form 3 was posted on 

Gateway and is available at www.budgetnotices.in.gov. The 2023 budget hearing meeting was held 

Tuesday, August 16, 2022, at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. Miller stated the Advertised 2023 Budget 

is $2,297,790 with an adopted tax rate of .7527 per $100 of assessed value of $124,606,109. The 

Maximum Levy is $948,881. The 2022 Maximum Levy was $ 897,647. Ken moved to adopt 

Ordinance 2022-30, An Ordinance For Appropriations and Tax Rates. Ron seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

James reported Midwestern is working on the non-potable water permit renewal. 

Sicard moved that the Towri continue to use the CDC streamlined COVID-19 guidance 

released on August 11, 2022 until the next Council meeting. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard will get in touch with the potential new member of the Economic Development 

Commission. 

Todd Fischer stated he hopes to start interviewing applicants for the electric department's 

opening next week. 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables stating the balance 

continues to show improvement. Additional funds are expected to be received from Tri-Cap to offset 

some of the outstanding balances. The rate study will include analyzing the late fees currently being 

charged. 



Lueken stated that Calcar plans to begin the CCMG 2021-02 and CCMG 2022-01 road 

projects the week of September 28, 2022. Miller stated three Community Crossing Matching Grant 

applications 2022-02 were submitted totaling nearly $600,000 with the Town 's commitment being 

just under $150,000. We are waiting for the notice of awards. 

At 7:15 PM, the hearing for Additional Appropriation Ordinance 2022-28, appropriating 

$363,843 from the Community Crossing Grant Fund for capital outlays, was held. The amount 

represents the CCMG 2021-02 and CCMG 2022-01 grants received to resurface sections of streets 

throughout Ferdinand. Ron moved to adopt the Ordinance 2022-28, Additional Appropriation 

CCMG. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken stated that he received three quotes for the parking lot paving project at 330 Maryland 

Street: 

E & B Paving, LLC 	Clarksville 	$17,400 

J.H. Rudolph & Co., Inc. 	Tell City 	$19,600 

Calcar Paving, Inc. 	Jasper 	 $9,950 

Lueken recommended accepting the low bid from Calcar Paving, Inc. Ken moved to approve the 

recommendation. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James stated the roof patching at the EMT building at 202 3rd  Street has been completed by 

the contractor and the EMT's will return to the building on Thursday, September 22, 2022. Lueken's 

department will replace the ceiling tiles and clean up the area. Because the flat roof issues will persist, 

the Council is considering a gabled roof for the building. Ron moved to accept a proposal from 

Universal Design for $4,800 for the proposed exterior improvement design for the Town ofFerdinand 

Attorney Office/ EMS Building at 202 3rd  Street, Ferdinand. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken will get with Universal to move forward with the proposal. 

Bohnenkemper is working on calculations for the possible use of a portion of the ARPA funds 

for premium pay for employees who worked during the covid-19 pandemic. 

Miller stated the London Witte Group rate study is underway. We are in the process of 

submitting the requested information including capital improvement projections. 

Debbie moved to approve Miller to sign the TRECS (Tax Refund and Exchange Compliance 

System) Memorandum of Understanding and to register the Town with the program. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-31, An Ordinance Modifying Portions of the Personnel 



Policy of the Town ofFerdinand, Indiana, effective January 1, 2023. The ordinance includes 40 hours 

of personal paid time off, an additional holiday on the Friday after Thanksgiving, eliminated the 

sentence that comp time must be used prior to the use of any other paid time off and added paid 

vacation is to be used in minimum increments of one hour. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ken moved to approve the HSA contribution of $300 for employees who chose the lower-

priced HSA health insurance plan. As part of the benefits offered to Town employees, all employees 

who did not choose the PPO health insurance option will receive $300 in their HSA account. If the 

employee did not choose the PPO plan and does not have an HSA account, the employee will receive 

$300 as gross wages. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Legion has requested the following dates for Burn Permits for 2022: October 9, 

November 13, December 11, and for 2023: January 8, February 12, March 12 & April 16. Debbie 

moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Tom Lueken, property and street superintendent, stated the fall clean-up will take place 

according to the flyer given to Council: October 11th  for the west side, October 12th  for the east side 

and October 13th  if needed. Curbside leaf pick-up will begin on Tuesday, October 18th  and continue 

each Tuesday until sometime in November when no longer needed. 

Approval of Zoning and Other Maps will be addressed at the October 18, 2022 meeting. 

Debbie moved to approve Miller to sign the GAB Broker Compensation Disclosure Form 

related to health insurance. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-32, An Ordinance Amending Ferdinand Municipal Code 

Chapter 5.03 Governing Stray Animals, at the meeting it was introduced. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

A second dog related ordinance was tableel to allow time for consideration. 

Debbie moved to approve the invoices from Kurt Garner totaling $1,700 related to the 

establishment of the Historic District in Ferdinand. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to pay regular claims. Debbie seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

Debbie Johnson is working with community groups in town to organize a Community 

Christmas event in December 2022. Ron moved to approve the Town's help to sponsor the event 

being coordinated by Johnson. Ken seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Town Council Meeting 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

October 18, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
September 28, 2022 at 6:30 PM-Cancelled 
September 28, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
September 21, 2022 at 4:30 PM @ Parks 
October 12, 2022 at 4:30 PM 
October 24, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjourn. Ron seconded. Meeting 

adjoumed at 8:20 PM. 
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twnofferdinand@psci.net 
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Water: 

MRO's Filled with IDEM 

One Water leak this month totaling 10,000 gals lost 
September 9th @ 301 E 3rd St 

Flushing to has started we are currently half way through flushing at this time. 

We have received confirmation from IDEM on Ben being placed as the Person of 
Responsible Charge for the drinking water of the town. 

Fence line cleaning at New Town Lake will be starting in October along with some fallen 
tree removal from the trails. 

Wastewater: 

Monthly IDEM reports are submitted 

Non-Potable Pumps 
Pump have lost head pressure in the last month and are unable to keep up with plant 

demand. We have switched to town water for use at the plant and are unable to fill non 
potable tank at this time. Gravy's has been down to check out replacement of pumps and 
we are currently waiting a quote. 

Refrigerator Sampler: 
New sampler is up and running per the one switched to by request I (Ben 

Brinkman) made after the last meeting. For a total of $8572.00 

Education: 

Clint and Kyle will be going to Chandler September 21 st for a Work Zone Safety course for 
a certified Work Zone Traffic Safety Class from Purdue University. 

Clint and Steve will be going to Patoka Water September 27th for a valve training course 
and Kyle and Ben will be going the 28th 

October 5th Ben and another Water/Wastewater employee will be going to Sullivan, Indiana 
for the Southwest Indiana Regional A WW A Conference. 

KENNETH SICARD, President 
TAMARA MILLER, Clerk-Treasurer 

DEBBIE JOHNSON, Member 
SHARON BOHNENKEMPER, Attorney 

RONALD WEYER, Member 
CHRIS ,JAMES, Town Manager 
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