
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

July 20, 2021 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, July 20, 

2021, in the Ferdinand Community Center. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-

President, Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Town Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper 

and Clerk-Treasurer, Tamara Miller. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the June 15, 2021 meeting. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Sicard stated the written department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council 

prior to the meeting. 

Lloyd Froman, Police Chief, stated Eric Hopkins has resigned his position with the police 

department. Froman and the Council thanked Hopkins for his dedicated service to the Town. He also 

stated Joshua Clouse graduated from the academy. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, stated the Fireman's Ball will be held July 24, 2021, at the 

Community Center. 

Roger Schaefer reported the two new employees are moving forward with their apprentice 

training. They are aware of one water leak and are waiting on parts to make the repair. 

Matt Weyer, Park Board President, stated the sprinklers at the park will be activated after 

required testing is completed by the water department. 

Sicard recommended the Town of Ferdinand Guidelines for Business Operations and the 

Meeting Procedures dated May 18, 2021 continue until the August 17, 2021, Council Meeting. Town 

meetings will return to the Town Hall after July 31, 2021. Debbie moved to approve. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron Weyer reported the Town Hall sign has been ordered and is 4-6 weeks out. The sign 

location needs to be finalized. 

Sicard spoke to one of the business owners located on 9th  street regarding traffic turning onto 

9th  Street from Main Street. He still needs to contact one business owner. There will be further 

discussion at the next meeting. 

James reported he is working with Lisa Gehlhausen, Indiana 15 to prepare the SWIF Grant 



application for Standpipe Water Tower repair. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2021-10, An Ordinance Amending the Ferdinand Municipal 

Code Regarding General Prohibitions on Use of Advertisement Purposes at the meeting it was 

introduced. The Town's decorative lighting is not available to advertise for-profit or non-profit 

businesses or festivals or events that are not Town sponsored events. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Sicard stated that Kendra Schipp has resigned as the Deputy Clerk. The Council thanked 

Kendra for her service and dedication to the Town. Debbie moved to grant permission to advertise 

for the open positions of Deputy Clerk and open positions in the Police Department. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Introduction of Water Utility Rate Ordinance Wholesale and Amendments to two Sections of 

Code was tabled until next month. 

Sicard stated we are in the process of submitting a Community Crossing Matching Grant 

application. Ron moved to approve Sicard signing the Financial Commitment Letter in an amount 

not to exceed $160,000, which is 25% of the total road project cost. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve the Universal Design Fee letter for $3,000 for the Grant Planning 

and Application Phase and $7,500 for the Final Design and Bidding Phase related to the street 

evaluation of the 2021 second round Community Crossing Matching Grant application. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Food Trucks agenda item was tabled until the next meeting. 

Bohnenkemper, Ron Weyer, and department heads will meet with the developer to discuss 

the Main Extension and Pole Relocation requests. Bohnenkemper will coordinate the meeting date. 

Sicard requested the developer provide written documentation from the businesses involved stating 

their approval of burying electric power lines underground. 

Bohnenkemper stated the Comfort Inn false alarm issue has not been resolved. A notice was 

sent to the local hotel personnel allowing 14 days to correct the problem. After no corrective efforts 

were made by the local hotel personnel, she notified the corporate franchise by letter, including 

historical fire department run detail provided by the Fire Chief. A request was made that corrective 

efforts be made and if they are not made, a representative should appear at the next council meeting 

to explain why no action has been taken. 



At 7:00 PM, two quotes for a utility truck for water/wastewater departments were opened: 

1) Uebelhor & Sons 	2021 Chevy 2500 Crew Cab 	 $40,711.58 

2) Bob Luegers 	 2022 GMC HD Crew Cab 	 $41,853.92 

Ron moved to take the quotes under advisement allowing Roger Schaefer to review. After a review 

of quotes, Schaefer be authorized to accept the lowest responsible quote or reject all. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried. 3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve Ordinance 2021-11, An Ordinance Establishing the American 

Rescue Plan Act Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund at the meeting it was introduced. The 

Ordinance reflects the most recent State Examiner Directives. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to allow Sicard and Miller to sign the Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund 

— Request for Payment of $507,310.89 and also allow Sicard to sign the Award Terms and Conditions, 

and the Assurances of Compliance with Civil Rights Requirements documents. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard explained there will be a public meeting scheduled for mid-August to get public input 

for uses of the roughly $500,000 based on the allowable expenditures as outlined in the ARP 

agreement. Bohnenkemper will coordinate the meeting date after consulting with Council members 

and communicate the date to be publicized. 

Bohnenkemper stated the Consultant Agreement / Tree Conservation agenda item is on hold 

for now. 

Ron moved to adopt Resolution 2021-05, A Resolution Designating the Town of Ferdinand's 

Primary Reporter of Cyber Security Incidents. Chris James will be the primary reporter of cyber 

security incidents. In the event James is unable to act, Tamara Miller and/or Ken Sicard shall act as 

the reporter Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James stated the Title VI Employee Seminar will be held at the Town Hall on Wednesday, 

July 28, 2021, at 9:30 AM for all employees. 

Debbie moved to approve the yard waste site hours of operation be expanded to include 

Sunday as requested by a Ferdinand resident. The site is available for Town of Ferdinand residents 

only. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to approve Ordinance 2021-12, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2020- 

21 Regarding Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees 

of the Town of Ferdinand. The Ordinance amends the salary for Kyle Lechner, $18.50 per hour, first 



1,000 hours, 40 hours per week, plus 2 hours minimum at time and a half for emergency calls, plus 2 

hour minimum at straight time for weekend lab testing. Next 1,000 hours, $20.12; Next 1,000 hours, 

$21.74; Next 1,000 hours, $23.35; $24.96/hour upon passing IDEM Operators Exam. The 

amendment is effective May 10, 2021. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to approve regular claims. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard thanked the Ferdinand Community Center for allowing the use of the FCC for Town 
meetings. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Budget Meeting 
Town Council Meeting 
Town Council Budget Hearing 
Town Council Budget Adoption 

BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Thursday-Town Hall 
Tuesday-Town Hall 
Tuesday-Town Hall 
Tuesday-Town Hall 

Wednesday-FCC 
Wednesday-FCC 
Wednesday-Town Hall 
Monday-Town Hall 

July 22, 2021 at 6:00 AM 
August 17, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
August 17, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
September 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM 

July 21, 2021 at 6:30 PM 
July 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM 
August 11,2021 at 4:30 PM 
August 16, 2021 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ron moved to adjourn. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Meeting adjoumed at 7:35 PM. 

ATTEST: 
	

FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 

697,(44.et 	//14e:6,t)  
Clerk-Treasurer 
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