
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

June 21, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 17, 

2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Town Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Clerk-

Treasurer, Tamara Miller. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the May 17, 2022 Council Meeting and the June 9, 

2022 Special Meeting. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard stated the written department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council 

prior to the meeting. 

James reported that Officer Josh Clouse was in an on-duty accident on June 18, 2022. He is 

waiting on the official report from the Sheriff s department. Josh was checked out at the scene by 

EMT personnel, suffering a couple of small scratches on the bridge of his nose and general body 

soreness. The Durango was transported to Sternberg Automotive and we are waiting on a damage 

estimate. James has contacted our insurance agent, Mike Becher, to report the accident. 

Ron moved to approve the request to send Steve Becher, Kyle Lechner and Clint Meyer to 

attend the Alliance Indiana Rural Water Operator Conference in Huntingburg on June 30, 2022 at a 

cost of $85 each. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James stated he has received a quote from John Wetzel with Midwest Engineering for an 

amount not to exceed $2,500 to assist in the engineering portion of the Non-Potable Water Permit 

renewal process. The current permit will expire on July 1, 2023 and the renewal is for 10 years. Steve 

Lechner said he is gathering the water department information needed for the permit renewal. Ron 

moved to approve Sicard to sign off on the Midwestern Engineers contract. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

James reported the park summer recreation program is underway. Attendance is down, but he 

expects attendance to increase as awareness of the program grows using Facebook and newspaper 

notices. James stated Benjamin Brinkman has passed the drug test required for employment and Kerri 

Blessinger has taken the drug test and results are not yet available. On June 16, 2022, the electric 

department responded to a power outage caused by a utility pole damaged by a semi-truck near the 

high school. Power was restored in about 20 minutes and the electric department remained on site for 



six hours making necessary repairs. Steve Lechner and Clint Meyer from the water/wastewater 

department assisted for several hours and the police department provided traffic control. The Council 

thanked all of the employees for responding so quickly to the outage and commended the teamwork 

effort. On June 15,2022, Ben Brinkman received a provisional sewer operator certification from 

IDEM. An Alliance of Indiana Rural Water representative will be on site to assist with the required 

reports. Brinkman will have 180 days to take the sewer operator exam at which point he will be a 

certified sewer operator. The Council expressed its gratitude to the Alliance and IDEM for their 

guidance and assistance during this transitional period. 

Sicard stated the Town of Ferdinand Guidelines for Business Operations and the Meeting 

Procedures updated on March 2, 2022 are on hold for now. He stated that sign-in sheets for Town 

meetings should still be used in the event contact tracing is needed. Sicard will document updated 

procedures. 

Debbie moved to approve Ordinance 2022-16, An Ordinance Renumbering a Previously Adopted 

Ordinance to Correct a Mistake Made in Numbering Two Ordinances, at the meeting it was introduced. The 

ARPA Plan was adopted on March 15, 2022 and given Ordinance No. 2022-11 and the ordinance re-

establishing the cumulative capital fund was introduced at the April meeting and issued Ordinance No. 2022- 

11, in error, a number that had already been used in March. Because the cumulative capital fund ordinance 

was published twice in the Ferdinand News as was the Notice of its adoption, it makes the most sense to 

renumber the ARPA Plan Ordinance adopted on March 15, 2022 from 2022-11 to 2022-17, the next available 

number in sequence after this ordinance. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-18, An Ordinance Amending chapter 9.06 of the Ferdinand 

Municipal Code Regarding Traffic Regulations in 9.06 on No Parking Streets, at the meeting it was introduced. 

The amendment states there is no parking on the South side of Nineth Street from Main Street to Virginia 

Street from 9:00 AM to 6 PM Monday through Friday effective June 21, 2022. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-19, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 9.08 of the Ferdinand 

Municipal Code Regarding Designated 4-Way Stop Streets, at the meeting it was introduced. The following 

are designated 4-way Stop Streets: Virginia at Ninth — both directions and Ninth at Virginia — both directions. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

At 7:00 PM Sicard asked if there were any additional bids for 2022- 01 Community Crossing 

Road Projects. No additional bids were submitted. Debbie moved to close the acceptance of bids. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The following bids were reviewed and read aloud: 



Contractors:  

Calcar Paving - Jasper, IN 

E&B Paving - Clarksville, IN 

C&R Construction — Corydon, IN 

Base Bid #1  

$134,285.88 

$192,539.75 

$199,519.50 

Unit Price  
per Cubic Yard 

$150 

$400 

$150 

To expedite the award process, Brett Schipp with Universal Design and Eric Rahman with TOF Street 

Department departed to a separate room to review the bids to determine a recommendation for the Council. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-20. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2021-22 Regarding 

Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Town of 

Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance establishes the Water/Wastewater Superintendent 

— Benjamin Brinkman - $29.00 per hour; increase to $32.50 upon obtaining the Class II sewer operator license 

plus 2-hour minimum at time and a half for emergency calls, plus 2-hour minimum at straight time for weekend 

lab testing effective July 5, 2022. The ordinance also establishes the Chief of Police — Kerri Blessinger - 

$1,153.85 per week / annual $60,000.20 based on 168 hours per work period effective August 1, 2022 and 

increases the mileage rate is increased from $0.44 per mile to $0.55 per mile effective July 1, 2022. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-21. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2021-22 Regarding 

Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Town of 

Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance increases the wage of the Sewer/Water Lab 

Technician/Meter Reader/Safety Clerk to $26.00 per hour, 40 hours per week, plus 2 hours minimum at time 

and a half for emergency calls, plus 2 hour minimum at straight time for weekend lab testing, effective June 

17, 2022. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-22. An Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2021-22 Regarding 

Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Town of 

Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. The ordinance states Ben Brinkman will serve as the Interim 

Water/Wastewater Superintendent — temporary/part-time at $40.00 per hour; as-needed basis to stay current 

on required reports. Brinkman will not be in the regular rotation for weekend lab testing or on-call for 

emergency call-outs. The amendment is effective with the pay period which begins June 17, 2022 and ceases 

on July 5, 2022. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Brett Schipp and Eric Rahman retumed after reviewing the CCMG 2022-01 bids. The low bid 

was from Calcar Paving for $134,285.88 with a unit price of $150 per cubic yard to remove any 

unsuitable soils found while proof-rolling and haul to 904 W. 23rd  Street and also place #53 stone in 

any over excavated areas and compact. Brett Schipp stated the bid was complete, signed, fully 



indorsed and within budget. He recommended accepting the low bid from Calcar Paving. Ron moved 

to accept the bid. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Universal will contact Calcar Paving and 

prepare the award letter and necessary documents. The roadwork will take place between September 

1, 2022 and October 1, 2022. 

Debbie moved to approve the Universal Design Fee letter for $8,800 for the Grant Planning 

and Application Phase; $13,000 for the Final Design and Bidding Phase consisting of a Universal Fee 

of $9,600 and a Brosmer Land Surveying Fee of $3,400 related to the street evaluation of the 2022 

second round Community Crossing Matching Grant application. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard will contact a potential new member of the Economic Development Commission and 

report at a future meeting. 

The Disaster Plan Ordinance agenda item was tabled until the next meeting. 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables stating the balance is 

showing improvement. Bohnenkemper sent letters to people who are no longer customers and have 

not paid the balance remaining after their security deposit was applied. Many of these customers have 

moved again and are difficult to locate making collections a challenge. 

Sicard is working on the Historic Preservation which would designate part of the Town of Ferdinand 

as a historic district. This would enable those renovating old buildings/homes to be eligible for grants through 

the State of Indiana. There will be additional costs incurred to complete the application estimated to be $1,200. 

Bohnenkemper will draft an Ordinance for the July Town Council meeting designating the members of the 

Economic Development Commission as the members of this commission, but nothing more. 

At 7:30 PM the Text Amendment Hearing was held. The amendment to the text of the Zoning 

Ordinance includes additions to the existing land use chart and additions relative to tall building new 

construction-air space evaluation reminders. The Plan Commission of the Town of Ferdinand did, on 

25th day of May, 2022, hold a public hearing to consider the adoption of the herein amendments 

to the text of the Zoning Ordinance and were considered and certified with a favorable 

recommendation by the Plan Commission 7 in favor, 0 against, O abstaining and 2 absent. Debbie 

moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-23, An Ordinance Adopting Amendments to the Text of the Zoning Ordinance 

of the Town of Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Community Crossing Matching Grant proj ects and application update: 

CCMG 2021-02 Update - Calcar Paving is on schedule to complete the project by the contract deadline. 

CCMG 2022-01 Update - Bids were opened at 7:00 PM, and Calcar Paving was awarded the contract. 

CCMG 2022-02 Update - Universal Design is working with Lueken to prepare the cost estimates for 

the CCMG Application which includes three proj ects that require more than the standard resurfacing: 



22" Street and Vienna Drive require culvert replacement work and East 13th  Street, which is currently 

a concrete surface. The application process opens July 1, 2022 and closes July 29, 2022. 

James reported the demolition of the 330 Maryland Street house and garage is complete. The 

electric depai 	linent cleared the large trees. For now, a portion of the property will be used for parking 

for the fire department. James will check with Lueken to confirm the plan to rock or use millings to 

create a parking area on the east side of the lot. 

Miller stated the only project currently underway with ARPA funds is the Old Town Lake 

Restroom building. There is one report due annually on April 30. 

Country Ridge Estates — Acceptance of Ridgeway Court into the Town's Street Inventory was 

tabled until Tom Lueken can attend the next meeting. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-24, An Ordinance Amending the Schedule of Rates 

and Charges for Use of and Services Rendered by the Municipal Water Utility of the Town of 

Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The ordinance reflects 

the repeal of the Utility Receipts Tax of 1.4% per House Enrolled Act No. 1002-2022 effective for 

the billing cycle beginning July 10, 2022. 

At 7:45 PM Tax Abatement Hearing Universal Package/Ranger Realty was held. Ken moved 

to allow the previously submitted abatement request to be rescinded and to allow the applicant to 

reapply in 2026 due to extenuating circumstances. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The 

applicant will pay the standard fee when reapplying. 

Debbie moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-25, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 10.33 of the 

Ferdinand Municipal Code Regarding Electric Rates and Charges, at the meeting it was introduced. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. The ordinance reflects the repeal of the Utility Receipts Tax of 

1.4% per House Enrolled Act No. 1002-2022 effective for the billing cycle beginning July 10, 2022. 

Sicard moved to increase the Fence Permit fee from $10 to $25 effective July 1, 2022. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to approve Sicard and Miller to sign the Contract with Indiana 15 Regional Planning 

Commission to Update the Zoning Map, consisting of several years changes, for an amount not to exceed 

$2,500. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Dog Issues agenda item was tabled. The attorney was instructed to gather information, including 

defmitions for vicious dogs and aggressive dogs and regulations for each. 

Debbie reported there will be a committee formed to make decisions for purchasing decorative banners 

and/or lighted decorations for the holidays. The committee will fimdraise to pay for the decorations and will 



be made up of representatives from Ferdinand including Debbie Johnson, Chris James, street and 

electric department representatives and Kathy Tretter. 

Ron moved to pay regular claims. Debbie seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Meeting 	 Tuesday 	 July 19, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Town Council Budget Meeting 	Monday 	 August 1, 2022 at 6:00 AM 
Town Council Budget Hearing 	Tuesday 	 August 16, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
Town Council Budget Adoption 	Tuesday 	 September 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
BZA 	 Wednesday 	June 22, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
Plan Commission 	 Wednesday 	June 22, 2022 at 7:00 PM-canceled 
Park Board 	 Wednesday 	July 13, 2022 at 4:30 PM 
Economic Development Comm. 	Monday 	 July 25, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjourn. Ron seconded. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

ATTEST: FERDINAND TOWN COLTNCIL 

 

 

 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 

   



CERTIFICATION OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO 
TEXT OF ZONING ORDINANCE 

I, Don Foerster, Executive Secretary of the Plan Commission of the Town of Ferdinand, 

Indiana do hereby certify to the Town Council of the Town of Ferdinand, that the Amendments 

to the Text of the Zoning Ordinance, true copies of which are attached, were considered and 

certified with a favorable recommendation by the Plan Commission of the Town of Ferdinand at 

their meeting held on May 25, 2022, by a vote of 	7   in favor, 	7 	against, 	 

abstaining, and 	1--- 	absent and do herewith forward the same to you for your due 

consideration and approval. 

Date: May 25, 2022 
Don Foerster, Executive Secretary 
Town of Ferdinand Plan Commission 
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