
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

February 21, 2023 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, February 

21, 2023 in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; Attorney, Sharon Bohnenkemper and Clerk-

Treasurer, Tamara Miller. Also in attendance was a girl scout, Annalise. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the January 17, 2023 Council Meeting. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Chief of Police, requested permission to send Rob Randle to a free Grants 

Strategies Training held by Northeast Counter Drug Training Center on March 14th-15th  in 

Clarksville, IN. Debbie moved to approve attendance and travel expenses for the conference. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Blessinger presented the Heartland 5K and half marathon routes agreed upon by both 

Blessinger and the Heartland Race Committee. Ron moved to approve the Heartland 5K and half 

marathon routes. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve the purchase of a Flock System safety camera for the Police 

Department with a cost of $2,850 for the first year and $2,500 for the second year. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Blessinger requested permission to purchase SB-7 Radio Devices at a first-month cost of 

$2,558.46. Ron moved to approve the purchase. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve Ordinance 2023-01, an Ordinance Authorizing and Regulating the 

Operation of Recreational Off-Highway Vehicles on the Streets and Alleys under the Jurisdiction of 

the Town of Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, requested permission to have the Fire Trnck 2 motor replaced 

an estimated cost of $20,000 for labor and a new motor. Ron moved to approve the request. Debbie 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve additional costs from Brosmer Land Surveying for legal 



descriptions needed for the CCMG 2022-2 project. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Town-wide clean-up will take place on April 4th  for the west side, April 5th  for the east side 

and then April 6th  if needed. Residents will need to use 6 stickers for their group of items being 

disposed. 

Debbie moved to approve for required water tank inspections for $2,000 per tank for a total 

of $4,000. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to approve Steve Lechner, Steve Becher, Scott Hoffman, Kyle Lechner, Ben 

Brinkman, & Austin Ryan to attend the Alliance of Indiana Rural Water Conference March 14, 15 & 

16, 2023 in French Lick including travel and meals if needed. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James requested ratification of permission to hire Austin Ryan for the water/wastewater 

department condition offer of employment (drug testing) has been done. Debbie moved to adopt 

Ordinance 2023-02, An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2022-47 Regarding Salaries, 

Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of the Town of 

Ferdinand. The ordinance approves the pay for Austin Ryan, Water/Wastewater Laborer, at a rate of 

$21.25 per hour, plus an additional $.50 per hour upon obtaining CDL License; 2 hour minimum at 

time and a half for emergency calls and two hour minimum for non-emergency call outs to service 

parks, effective February 24, 2023, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

James, reporting for Brinkman, requested permission to have Automation Enclosure install a 

new control back panel on Lift Station #2 at a cost of $11,945. Ron moved to approve the request. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James requested permission to purchase a 2018 Ford Taurus for $17,916 for a Town Manager 

vehicle using insurance proceeds received as part of the payment. Ron moved to approve the request. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

James reported IMEA requested Ferdinand guest host the Bloomington electric conference 

on October 3-5, 2023 which included two free admissions and an opportunity for a town 

representative to speak at the conference. Sicard moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 



Two representatives, Tad Stahl and Taylor Hollenbeck, from the Indiana Office of 

Technology (IOT), spoke to the council regarding cyber security and gave a detailed description of 

services they can provide. 

Ken moved to approve Matt Tretter's request to place a roll-off dumpster on Robin Drive for 

up to 21 days. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard is going to contact prospects to fill the two vacancies on the Board of Zoning Appeals 

(BZA). 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables and stated she has 

submitted roughly $6,600 in outstanding receivables to the TRECS program to collect outstanding 

balances. We have confirmation of roughly $2,300 in expected collections. 

Council discussed the renovation plans at 202 E. 3rd. Bohnenkemper reminded Council that 

the 330 Maryland should either be rezoned from residential or a special exception could be requested. 

The ideal time for this to be done could be at the same time a variance request is made for the proposed 

awning on 202 E. 3th  Street. 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2023-03, An Ordinance Adopting Employee Handbook to be 

Codified as the Replacement Chapter 3.25, Personnel Policy, of the Municipal Code of the Town of 

Ferdinand, at the meeting it was introduced. The handbook reflects the change from 6 months of 

employment required to earn Personal Time Off to 60 days as approved by Council, updates to reflect 

ordinances passes related to benefits, current employment law and a change to non-binary pronouns. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. After printing, the handbooks will be distributed by James to 

all employees. 

Debbie moved to adopt Resolution 2023-03, A Resolution Amending the ARPA Plan 

Adopted by Ordinance No. 2022-17. The resolution adds four items: Town Hall generator, Roof and 

External Renovations to 202 W. Third Street, 2 Air Conditioning units for the Senior Citizen Center 

and the replacement of the engine on Fire Truck 402. There was a change to item number 14 Police 

Radio replacement upgrade, to add "or suitable alternatives". Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Council requested that James inform Lueken to acquire a rough number for the painting costs 

of 202 W. Third Street exterior. 

Debbie moved to allow Ken Sicard and Tamara Miller to sign off on the contract with Indiana 

15 Regional Planning Commission for Codification of Ordinances for $1,951.92. The cost of 



updating the code is $1,700 and $251.92 for eight 4" binders. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Miller stated the Town will hold an optional health screening on April 24, 2023 for Town 

employees at a cost of $45 per employee, to be paid by the Town. Spouse screenings and additional 

tests will be offered at the employee' s cost. 

Ron moved to allow Sicard and Miller to sign the Agreement for Professional Area Economic 

Development Services with Dubois Strong for 2023 for $5,062.78. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

Sicard moved to approve James request of $1,000 for the Dubois County Leadership 2023 

Program. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard stated the proposed Local Safety Tax Initiative for public safety would have to be 

adopted by the County Council and then adopted by the individual communities. He stated 79 out of 

the 92 Indiana Counties already have this tax in place. Dubois County is the 69th  lowest tax of all 

Indiana counties. Blessinger added the tax is one of the best investments we can make in our 

community. The tax could potentially generate $120,000 per year to the Town for public safety 

purposes only. 

Bohnenkemper stated the Generations 3-Year Lease is up for renewal in July 2023. Lueken 

will meet with Generations representative to document the equipment listed on the lease. 

Ron moved to approve Miller's request to attend the ILMCT Training in Muncie on March 

19-23, 2023 at a cost of $450, hotel room at $96 per night, travel and meals. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

Ron moved to approve the Kurt Garner invoice related to the Historic District Designation for 

$3,400. $2,400 is due now and the last $1,000 will be due in 2024. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

Miller stated the Christmas Decoration funds raised in 2022 totaled $17,715 and in 2023 

totaled $1,175. Included in the funds raised is a grant from the Dubois County Foundation for $5,000 

and a donation from Ferdinand Tourism for $5,000. Funds were used to purchase decorations from 

The Village of Rosemont and to purchase new banners. The remaining balance is $10,310. Johnson 

thanked all individuals, organizations and businesses for their generous contributions. 

Debbie moved to pay regular claims. Ron seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 



Clerk-Treasurer 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Special Town Council Meeting 
Town Council Meeting 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Thursday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

March 9, 2023 at 5:30 PM 
March 21, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
February 22, 2023 at 6:30 PM 
February 22, 2023 at 7:00 PM-Cancelled 
March 8, 2023 at 4:30 PM 
May 1, 2023 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Ron moved to adjourn. Debbie seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

ATTEST: 
	

FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 
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