
TOWN OF FERDINAND 

REGULAR MEETING 

August 16, 2022 

The Ferdinand Town Council met for a Regular Meeting at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, August 16, 

2022, in the Ferdinand Town Hall. Present were Council President, Ken Sicard; Vice-President, 

Debbie Johnson; Council Member, Ron Weyer; and Clerk-Treasurer, Tamara Miller. 

Ron moved to approve the Minutes of the July 19, 2022 Council Meeting. Debbie seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Department head reports (attached) were distributed to the Council prior to the meeting. 

Kerri Blessinger, Police Chief, reported for her first official meeting. She is getting up to 

speed, getting to know the Ferdinand officers, and meeting with the local leaders in the surrounding 

communities and the prosecutor's office. 

John Hoppenjans, Fire Chief, stated the Fireman's Ball was a success and thanked all who 

supported the event by attending and buying raffle tickets. 

Todd Fischer, Electric Superintendent, reported that Dean Gogel gave his resignation stating 

his last day is August 26, 2022 and requested permission to advertise for the open position. Ken 

moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Fischer requested permission for 

him and one other electric employee to attend the IMMEA conference in Michigan City on October 

12 & 13, 2022 including hotel and travel. Debbie moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. Fischer requested the Town become a member of the American Public Power 

Association at a cost of $1,000 for the first year. Ron moved to approve the request. Debbie seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Steve Lechner reported for the Water/Wastewater Department. The department requested the 

purchase of a new Refrigerated Sampler Bundle at a cost of $7,620.80 to replace the current unit that 

is no longer working. Debbie moved to approve the request. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie moved to approve Chris James and Ken Sicard to attend the AIM conference at French 

Lick on November 2-4, 2022 at a cost of $345 per person. Debbie may choose to attend selected 

sessions that week. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 



Ken moved to allow Brinkman to move forwarod with the preliminary evaluation of the 

Ferdinand WWTP headworks by Midwest Engineering at a cost not to exceed $10,000. Ron 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Ed Cole with Dubois Strong gave an update on the community actions. He stated the Dubois 

County Innovators meeting will be held September 15, 2022, 5:15 pm -7:30 pm at the Thyen-Clerk 

Cultural Center in Jasper. He stated that John Wetzel with Midwest Engineers will be reporting on 

the Patoka Lake Expansion at the end of August. 

Sicard moved that the Town use the CDC streamlined COVID-19 guidance released on 

August 11, 2022 (attached) for Town employees. Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Miller will 

distribute the guidance to all employees. 

Debbie moved to allow the Water/Wastewater Depai 	ment to advertise for the 

Water/Wastewater open position in September. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Sicard has contacted another potential new member of the Economic Development 

Commission. He is waiting to hear if they will accept the position 

Ron moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-26, an Ordinance Repealing Ordinance No. 96-07 An 

Ordinance Establishing the Town of Ferdinand, Indiana Disaster Recovery Plan. Debbie seconded. 

Motion carried 3-0. 

Miller gave an update on the outstanding utility accounts receivables stating the balance 

continues to show improvement. Miller plans to look into the TRECS (Tax Refund and Exchange 

Compliance System) program to collect outstanding balances greater than 90 days. 

At 7:00 pm the Budget Hearing was held. Miller stated the Advertised 2023 Budget is 

$2,297,790 (2022 was $2,188,632) with an adopted tax rate of .7527 (2022 adopted rate was .7669) 

per $100 of assessed value of $124,606,109 (2022 was $115,799,270). The Maximum Levy is 

$948,881 (2022 was $897,647) an increase of 5.7%. The 2023 Budget Form 3 was posted on 

Gateway and is available at www.budgetnotices.in.gov. The 2023 budget adoption meeting will be 

Tuesday, September 20, 2022, at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. Miller addressed several questions posed 

by William Keller, a Ferdinand resident. There being no further discussion. Debbie moved to close 

the hearing. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Debbie expressed having considerable reservations as to whether or not the commission was 

necessary and Ron Weyer echoed those same reservations, notwithstanding those concerns, Debbie 

moved to adopt Ordinance 2022-27, an Ordinance Creating and Establishing the Ferdinand Historic 



Preservation Commission, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Lueken stated that Calcar will begin the CCMG 2021-02 and CCMG 2022-01 road projects 

the week of August 31, 2022 or the week after depending on the weather. During this time, Calcar 

will fix the road in Country Ridge Estates at no cost to the Town. At the September Council meeting, 

the plan is for the Town to accept the Country Ridge Estates roadway into the Town's road inventory. 

Miller requested permission to advertise the Notice to Taxpayers for an Additional 

Appropriation Ordinance 2022-28, appropriating $363,843 from the Community Crossing Grant 

Fund for capital outlays. The amount represents the CCMG 2021-02 and CCMG 2022-01 grants 

received to resurface sections of streets throughout Ferdinand. Ron moved to approve the request. 

Debbie seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Miller stated three Community Crossing Matching Grant applications were submitted on 

August 10, 2022 totaling nearly $600,000 with the Town's commitment being just under $150,000. 

Universal Design Associates provided the detail cost estimates. The three applications include: 

1) Culvert Replacement-Vienna Drive from 21st Street to East 22nd Street — Small Structure 

Replacement at an estimated cost of $415,867.50 

2) 13th Street from Main Street to Maryland Street — Pavement Replacement at an estimated cost 

of $67,221.22 

3) 22nd Street from Maple to Vienna & Maryland Street from 3rd Street to 4th Street — HMA 

Overlay Minor Structural at an estimated cost of $116,765.96 

Lueken stated that the plan for the 330 Maryland Street parking lot is to have Calcar pave the 

parking area while Calcar is in town later this month for the CCMG paving projects. Lueken stated 

the estimated paving cost is within the budget for the 330 Maryland Street property. 

Miller stated the ARPA funds used to date have been for the Old Town Lake restroom 

building. We will receive $254,615.57 on 8/17/2022. The total funds received will be $508,271.01. 

Miller recommended the acceptance of the London Witte Group Rate Study proposal in the 

amount not to exceed $22,500 for electric, water and sewer. Sicard added the Town will be doing rate 

studies more frequently than in the past. Debbie moved to allow Miller to sign the acceptance letter. 

Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

Midwest Engineers is currently working on the Non-Potable Permit Renewal. 

Debbie stated the Town has purchased 90 lighted Christmas decorations for $75 each (10% 

of the new decoration price of $750 each) from the town of Rosemont. She requested the Ratification 



of the Decorative Banner Retrieval Expense which included two employees travel to Rosemont, a 

one-night stay at a hotel and trailer rental. Ron moved to approve the request. Ken seconded. Motion 

carried 3-0. Ron Weyer stated that Ferdinand residents have expressed interest in donating to the 

Christmas decoration project. The banners are still being designed. With the help of Kathy Tretter, 

the Town has applied for a grant from the Dubois County Community Foundation to help cover the 

cost of decorations. The existing decorations will be sold to another community that needs them. 

Personnel Policy changes agenda item was tabled to allow the Council to review. 

The sewer tap-in fee for the Klem home on 5th  street has been received and the Klem's 

plumber plans to do the required connection by the September 1, 2022 deadline. 

Ordinance 2022-29 was introduced, An Ordinance Amending Salary Ordinance 2021-22 

Regarding Salaries, Compensation and Wages for Elected Officials, Appointees and Employees of 

the Town of Ferdinand. Christian Gogel' s new job title: Assistant Chief; new rate of pay $25.00 plus 

$1.00 for acting as Assistant Chief; change to day shift. Robert Randle's new job title: Administrative 

Commander; new rate of pay $27.80 which includes $0.80 for acting as Administrative Commander; 

remains on day shift. Brian Seffernick; Rank: Major; remains on day shift; no change to salary. Rayce 

Jones will change from regular shift to night; salary remains at $20.00 per hour and due to shift to 

night will receive an additional $1.00 per hour. All other members of the department have no changes. 

Chief Blessinger stated Randle, Gogel and Blessinger will cover the third shift when necessary due 

to vacations. The amendment is effective as of August 26, 2022. Debbie moved to adopt the 

Ordinance, at the meeting it was introduced. Ron seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

The Dog Issues agenda item is still being reviewed. 

Ron moved to pay regular claims. Debbie seconded. Motioned carried 3-0. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Town Council Meeting 
Town Council Budget Adoption 
BZA 
Plan Commission 
Park Board 
Economic Development Comm. 

Tuesday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Wednesday 
Monday 

September 20, 2022 at 6:30 PM 
September 20, 2022 at 7:00 PM 
August 24, 2022 at 6:30 PM-Cancelled 
August 24, 2022 at 7:00 PM-Cancelled 
September 14, 2022 at 4:30 PM 
October 24, 2022 at 6:00 PM 

As there was no further business to discuss, Debbie moved to adjourn. Ron seconded. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:50 PM. 



ATTEST: FERDINAND TOWN COUNCIL 
1, 

Clerk-Treasurer 































CDC Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

CDC streamlines COVID-19 guidance to help the public 
better protect themselves and understand their risk 

Press Release 

Embargoed Until: Thursday, August 11, 2022, 3:00 PM ET 
Contact: Media Relations 

(404) 639-3286 

Today, CDC is streamlining its COVID-19 guidance to help people better understand their risk, how to protect themselves 

and others, what actions to take if exposed to COVID-19, and what actions to take if they are sick or test positive for the 
virus. COVID-19 continues to circulate globally, however, with so many tools available to us for reducing COVID-19 

severity, there is significantly less risk of severe illness, hospitalization and death compared to earlier in the pandemic. 

"We're in a stronger place today as a nation, with more tools—like vaccination, boosters, and treatments—to protect 
ourselves, and our communities, from severe illness from COVID-19," said Greta Massetti, PhD, MPH, MMWR author. "We 

also have a better understanding of how to protect people from being exposed to the virus, like wearing high-quality 
masks, testing, and improved ventilation. This guidance acknowledges that the pandemic is not over, but also helps us 

move to a point where COVID-19 no fonger severely disrupts our daily lives." 

ln support of this update CDC is: 

• Continuing to promote the importance of being up to date with vaccination to protect people against serious illness, 
hospitalization, and death. Protection provided by the current vaccine against symptomatic infection and transmission 

is less than that against severe disease and diminishes over tíme, especially against the currently circulating variants. 
For this reason, it is important to stay up to date, especially as new vaccines become available, 

• Updating its guidance for people who are not up to date on COV1D-19 vaccines on what to do if exposed to someone 
with COVID-19. This is consistent with the exísting guidance for people who are up to date on COVID-19 vaccines. 

• Recominending tha instead of quarantining if you were exposed to COVID-19, you wear a high-quality mask for 10 
days and get tested on day 5. 

• Reiterating that regardiess of vaccination status, you should isolate from others when you have COVID-19. 

o You should also isolate if you are sick and suspect that you have COVID-19 but do not yet have test results. 
• If your results are positive, follow CDC's full isolation recommendations. 

• lf your results are negative, you can end your isolation. 

• Recommending that if you test positive for COVID-19, you stay home for at least 5 days and isolate from others in your 
home. You are likely most infectious during these first 5 days. Wear a high-quality mask when you must be around 

others at home and ln public. 
o If after 5 days you are fever-free for 24 hours without the use of medication, and your symptoms are improving, 

or you never had symptoms, you may end isolation after day 5. 

o Regardless of when you end isolation, avoid being around people who are more likely to get very sick from 

COVID-19 until at least day 11, 

o You should wear a high-quality mask through day 10. 

• Recommending that if you had moderate illness 	(if you experienced shortness of breath or had difficulty 

breathing) or severe illness Eì (you were hospitalized) due to COVID-19 or you have a weakened immune system, you 
need to isolate through day 10. 

• Recommending that if you had se■tere illness 	or have a weakened immune system, consult your doctor before 
ending isolation. Ending isolation without a viral test may not be an option for you. If you are unsure if your symptoms 

are moderate or severe or if VOU have a weakened immune system. talk to a healthrare nrovider for further Puida nce. 
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• Clarifying that after you have ended isolation, if your COVID-19 symptoms worsen, restart your isolation at day O. Talk 

to a healthcare provider if you have questions about your symptoms or when to end isolation. 

• Recommending screeníng testing of asymptomatic people without known exposures will no longer be recommended 

in most community settings. 

• Emphasizing that physical distance is just one component of how to protect yourself and others. It is important to 

consider the risk in a particular setting, including local COVID-19 Community Levels and the important role of 

ventilation, when assessing the need to maintain physical dístance. 

Actions to take will continue to be informed by the COVID-19 Community Levels, launched in February. CDC will continue 

to focus efforts on preventing severe Illness and post-COVID conditions, while ensuring everyone have the Information 

and tools, they need to lower their risk. 

This updated guidance is intended to apply to communíty settings. In the coming weeks CDC will work to align stand-

alone guidance documents, such as those for healthcare settings, congregate settings at higher risk of transmission, and 

travel, with today's update. 

### 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES El 

CDC works 24/7 protecting America's health, safety and security. Whether disease start at home or abroad, are curable or 

preventable, chronic or acute, or from human activity or deliberate attack, CDC responds to America's most pressing 

health threats. CDC is headquartered in Atlanta and has experts located throughout the United States and the world. 

Page last reviewed: August 11, 2022 

2/2 


	August 16th minutes
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5

	August 16, 2022 Dept Reports
	20220921095516830
	Page 1
	Page 2


